ENGLISH 112
Annotated Bibliography Assignment

Topic	The purpose of an annotated bibliography is to summarize and critically evaluate source material.  For your research paper, you will create an annotated bibliography that considers sources from various mediums.  Your bibliography must include at least four sources:

· one scholarly or professional journal article
· one newspaper article 
· one professional/academic website
· one other source of your choice (may duplicate the types above or include an internet source)

Format	Must be typed and double spaced.  Each entry will include the following:

· correctly formatted MLA or APA citation
· brief summary (4-6 sentences, including main idea and supporting points)
· at least one quotation from the source 
· appropriate parenthetical documentation for quoted material
· critical evaluation (1-2 sentences), including such things as the argument’s length, effectiveness, depth of information, author’s bias, tone, or technique
· author’s background or background information on the source if the author’s information is not available (1 sentence)
· explanation of how you will you use this source in your essay (1 sentence)

The bibliography will be arranged in alphabetical order.  See below for a sample entry.

Purpose	To help students develop skills in research, evaluation of sources, organizing research, and identifying main ideas and supporting information.  This assignment is designed to assess students’ attainment of the following learning outcomes:

a. Exhibit critical thought in written essays.
b. Use clear, logical reasoning in expressing ideas.
c. Critically analyze, evaluate, and revise his or her own writings.
d. Revise and edit for standard English and punctuation using a grammar handbook.
e. Analyze ideas, rhetorical modes, and strategies in selected readings and in student writing.
f. Conduct research in the library (including electronic databases) and be able to critically evaluate sources of information.
g. Document secondary sources in the MLA or APA style and integrate them effectively.

Deadlines	Fri,	4/9	First Draft Annotated Bibliography Due
Fri,      4/16	Final Draft Annotated Bibliography Due



Grading
A Paper	Annotation articulately and clearly identifies the main ideas and supporting points of each source and assesses the source’s usefulness.

	Quotations are well chosen, introduced, and correctly documented.

	Follows correct MLA/APA format.

	Remains free of grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.

B Paper	Accomplishes all of the above to a lesser extent.

C Paper	Contains one or more of the following problems:

Annotation fails to identify main points or supporting ideas or to critically assess the source.

	Quotations are ineffective, unintroduced, or incorrectly documented.	

There are errors in MLA format.

	There are many grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors.

D Paper	Includes two or more of the problems listed under C Paper.

F Paper	Contains many of the problems listed under C Paper.


Sample Annotated Bibliography Entry 
You will do four entries, one for each of your sources, and arrange them alphabetically.  

Miller, D. W. "Scholars Say High-Stakes Tests Deserve a Failing Grade." The Chronicle of Higher Education, vol. 47, no. 25, 2001, pp. A14-A16. ProQuest, durhamtech.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/214694292?accountid=10616.
This article summarizes a variety of recent educational research that finds problems with high stakes testing.  Researchers at several major universities argue that standardized tests are often inconsistent and statistically unreliable.  Others point out that because standardized tests are meant to create a bell-curve pattern of scores, they fail to test students on what they have been taught.  Other researchers have noted a “sawtooth” pattern to test scores as teachers learn to teach to the test until a new test is introduced, when scores again go down.  Researchers for the Rand Corporation note that while state standardized test scores show improvement, a state’s average SAT or ACT scores may remain the same, an effect they term “score inflation.”  Other researchers find that these standardized tests have a disproportionately negative effect on poor and minority children by discouraging innovative teaching techniques, causing higher dropout rates, and alienating students who see the tests as barriers to college.  The article quotes University of Texas at Austin Education Professor Richard R. Valencia as saying that standardized tests “are too limited, too imprecise, and too easily misunderstood to form the basis of crucial decisions about students” (A15). D.W. Miller is a staff reporter for the Chronicle of Higher Education, which is the highly regarded newspaper for university faculty and employees.  Although it only summarizes research that is critical of standardized tests, the research comes from major universities and research foundations, and the author presents the information in a matter-of-fact, objective way.  This article will be helpful in my paper for specifically showing the problems with the way the tests are written.
